Thursday, March 27, 2014 » MORE AT FACEBOOK.COM/THEOAKLANDPRESS AND TWITTER.COM/THEOAKLANDPRESS

*

BLOOMFIELD TOV

Attorneys show
documentary about
divorce alternatives

By Monica Drake
monica.drake@oakpress.com
@monica_adele on Twitter

For many people, divorce is the
most stressful life event they have
ever experienced.

Bloomfield Hills family law attor-
ney Danielle Smith
is working to elim-
inate some of the
stress by raising
awareness about a
different divorce op-
tion that many peo-
ple haven’t heard of
— “collaborative di-
vorce.”

A collaborative
divorce is when spouses are able to
work out an agreement without go-
ing to divorce court.

Smith said the attorneys and
the two people sign a contract that
states the divorce will not be brought
to court until after there is a settle-
ment agreement.

“It’s a very organized process
where we meet in four-way meetings
and hammer out the issues that need
tobe decided with the clients driving
the outcome,” said Smith.

Smith said mental health profes-
sionals have been hired as “divorce
coaches” to help build back up the
trust between the two individuals
seeking divorce.

“Everyone is in a big traumatic,
stressful, emotional state when they
go through a divorce. It doesn’t mat-
ter if they’re the one who wants the
divorce or the one who feels they had
the rug pulled out from under them,”
said Smith.

. She said that attorneys in a col-
laborative divorce try to help the
two parties reach a civilized agree-

Smith
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= Tickets cost $8.50and can be
purchased at TheMapleTheater.
com or at the door. For more
information, call Danielle A. Smith
PLLC at 248-519-2323.

ment, talk about their goals for the
future and how their relationship
will change — instead of pitting the
two against one another.

“The attorneys work for the pur-
pose of the family ... and help them
through this transitional period,”
she said.

Smith gave an example of one cou-
ple, who had been married almost 30
years, inviting her to a ceremony —
actually celebrating the end of the
marriage.

“They still had respect for each
other after going through this pro-
cess,” she said. “They wanted the
ceremony to show they were letting
go of the relationship but they were
honoring the years they brought
kids into the world and had happi-
ness.”

Smith will join Randy Pitler of
Randy Pitler Law of Royal Oak; Ex-
ecutive Director of the nonprofit
Moms & Dads of Michigan John Lan-
glois and Southfield psychologist Dr.
Judy Margerum, to bring the docu-
mentary “Divorce Corp” to the Ma-
ple Theater, 4135 W. Maple Road,
Bloomfield, at 7 p.m. today. The pro-
fessionals will host a panel after the
film to answer audience members’
questions about divorce.

“The public just isn’t aware of it,
and the screening of this film is our
way of creating a springboard to
start letting people know that this
option exists,” she said.
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Suburban Collection
hosts garden show

The Novi Home and Garden
Show is 2 to 9 p.m. Friday, 11 a.m.
to 9 p.m. Saturday and 11a.m. to 5
p-m. Sunday at the Suburban Col-
lection Showplace, 46100 Grand
River Avenue, Novi.

Walk through over 25,000
square feet of landscaped gardens
with patios, outdoor kitchens, wa-
ter highlights and plants. Tour a
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home being built for Macomb H:
itat for Humanity by the studeﬁ{
of Dakota High School’s build-
ing program. The “Green Thum
Theater” area will provide a var
ety of fun and informative semi
nars on gardening and landsca]j
ing. Featured presenter Don En
bretson, The Renegade Garder;i
will bring three great hands-on
seminars to the show. ,
Live broadcasts with “Amer-
ica’s Master Handyman” Glenn




